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* * ! F I E L D N 0 T E S : 
* * **************************** 
WARDEN SUPERVISOR DAVID PRIEST, LINCOLN CENTER, DIV . G. 
May 5, 1970 
Ducks are plentiful along the Penobscot River. More·~ood ducks than usual . Very few 
muskrat trappers, due, no doubt, to their being restricted to the Conibear trap. Most 
of them cannot afford to reequip with the new type trap. I find that these Conibear 
traps have put the school boy trappers out of business . Not onl y are t hey too expensive 
for the youngsters to buy, but it takes a lot of strength in one's hands to set them . Most 
of the fellows usin g these traps admit they do not catch a lot of duc ks~ Dut they do no t 
catch a lot of muskrats, either! At least where there is much water f l uct uation. The 
West Branch of Penobscot has produced some very good fis hing. SomE four ana f·ivc po ~Jnd 
salmon have been caught; also some fairly good trout in the one and a ha l f to two pound 
class . 
GAME BIOLOGIST vJ. SIDNEY HOWE passes along this story he calls "The Executive Seagull~ 
11 0ne day recently, I saw a 1 arge otter lying on the ice at the edge of the water 
near a bridge in Readfield~ with a seagull about 30 feet upstream and a flock of gulls 
standing in a group on the ice about 50 yards downstream. A boy of about 12 was 
spincasting into the open water 200 yards downstream from the otter. 
11Suddenly, the lone gull hopped to within two or three feet of the otter, acting 
as if he were giving orders. The otter slid into the water and swam downstream, with 
the gull hopping along the ice beside him . 
"As I watched this strange performance from my car, the young angler passed the car, 
ana I asked him if he had seen the otter. He said he had and that the otter had been 
around for three or four days, catching fish and bringing them up onto the ice, where 
the gulls ate them. 
11Yes, I was pri vi 1 eged to watch the executive seagull ... 
WARDEN DAN GLIDDEN, CLAYTON LAKE, DIV. I. I met three wardens recently from the 
Province of Quebec . They explained to me some of the new game laws that are going into 
effect in Quebec. In years past, the Quebec laws have been very lenient, but the new 
ones are goi ng to be hard on violators . 
WARDE N SUPERVISOR GENE E. MALLORY, MACHIAS~ DIV. D. 
Water levels in brooks and streams are down from previous years with very little ice or 
snow l eft fo r run off. Trout fishermen are having some success in ponds that are free of 
ice. Black salmon are scarce in both the Pleasant and Narraguagus rivers. 
WARDEN ERNEST SMITH: Two to three hundred geese tending in the mouth of the Orange .·River 
at Whiting. 
WARDEN CARL HILL, CHERRYFIELD: Brooks and streams are quite low and clear. Kids catching 
some small trout 4~ to 5~ pounds in the brooks. Muskrat trappers having trouble 
catching rats in the 11 Killer Type Trap". They don't seem to work very well on logs etc. 
MORE 
FIELD NOTES/ add 1 
WARDEN GLEN FEENEY, JACKMAN, DIV. K: The snow in the Jackman area has started to melt. 
However, there is still over two inches of snow in the woods. The ice is still in 
quite good condition. On the 15th of April, l saw five skidders, each with about 1,500 
board feet of logs, cross Holeb Lake all at one time. However, their roads on the lake 
had over three feet of water in them so they were really floating the logs across the 
lake with the help of skidders instead of boats. 
WARDEN TELFORD MCALLISTER~ JACKMAN, PIV. K: Observed the first woodcock of spring this 
week. 
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